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Where has all the Wildlife gone?
– Findings of the 2018 Living Planet Report

A caribou stands in the falling 

snow. A mighty Bengal tiger 

stalks its prey. A stately elephant 

crosses the African savanna. 

Enjoy these breathtaking sights 

while you can. According to 

a report card on the status of 

world wildlife, they will be seen 

less and less. 

Wildlife at risk
Th e Living Planet Report is 

published every two years 

by the World Wildlife Fund 

(WWF). Th is group tracks 

16,700 populations of 4000 

mammal, fi sh, bird, amphibian, 

and reptile species. Its 2018 

report shows that populations 

of these species have fallen an 

average of 60 percent over the 

last four decades. WWF director 

general Marco Lambertini 

calls the decline “a global 

biodiversity crisis.”

“We’re talking about 40 years. 

It’s not even a blink of an eye 

compared to the history of life 

on Earth,” he says.

Humans to blame

Th e report links the sharp 

drop in populations to human 

activity. Th e main cause 

is habitat destruction and 

degradation, followed by killing 

animals for food and other uses.

For example, cutting down 

forests in Borneo and replacing 

them with palm oil plantations 

led to the loss of 100,000 

orangutans between 1999 

and 2015. 

In the Arctic, ice is melting due 

to global warming. As a result, 

polar bears can’t hunt. Th eir 

numbers are expected to drop 30 

percent by 2050. 

Meanwhile, in Tanzania, the 

African elephant population 

fell by 60 percent between 2009 

and 2014. Poachers killed the 

animals for their tusks, which 

are used in the ivory trade. 

In Bolivia, endangered jaguars 

are hunted for use in jewelry and 

Asian medicine. 

Rhino horns and tiger bones and 

body parts are also valued for 

medicinal uses. Now, only 5000 

tigers and 30,000 rhinos are left  

in the wild. 

Ecosystems attacked
Th e WWF reports that only 

25 percent of the world is 

unharmed by human activity. 

biodiversity: the variety of diff erent types of plant and 
animal life in a particular region
degradation: the process of changing into a worse 
condition

habitat: the place or type of place where a plant or animal 
naturally or normally lives or grows
Poacher: someone who hunts illegally
World wildlife fund: a conservation group that protects 
endangered species

Definitions
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By 2050, that will drop to 

ten percent. Th e damage is 

being driven by our booming 

population.

Th e global population rose from 

1.6 billion to 6 billion in the 

20th century. It’s doubled since 

1970. Today, the Earth supports 

7.7 billion people. Th at creates a 

demand for food, energy, land, 

and water that is destroying 

ecosystems. Forests, coral 

reefs, wetlands, and mangrove 

swamps are shrinking. Th e 

world’s most biodiverse 

regions, tropical rainforests, are 

disappearing fastest of all.

Spotlight on 
the Amazon
Today, South America’s Amazon 

rainforest is the last block of 

intact tropical rainforest in the 

world. It’s home to ten percent 

of all known species – more 

than anywhere else. But these 

animals are at risk because of 

deforestation. Th e Amazon is 

the biggest deforestation front in 

the world.

Twenty percent of the region’s 

biome has already been lost. Th e 

WWF estimates that 27 percent 

will be without trees by 2030 if 

nothing changes. 

Why should we care?
Th e Living Planet Report points 

out that wildlife isn’t just “nice to 

have.” Our lives depend on these 

animals. Our, health, food, and 

the economy are all damaged by 

declines in wildlife.

So, the WWF is calling for an 

international treaty to protect 

wildlife, similar to the 2015 Paris 

Agreement on climate change. 

Working together on ambitious 

targets, countries might prevent 

some species from going extinct. 

A team approach is reversing 

the fate of the mountain gorilla 

in East Africa. Ten years ago, 

this primate was on the brink of 

extinction. Th ere were just 680 

left . Today, there are 1000. 

Th ree governments protected 

gorilla habitat by keeping illegal 

hunting, logging, and roads out 

of their national parks. Th e park 

rangers are funded by a growing 

gorilla tourism industry. Vet 

services are provided by a 

conservation group called the 

Gorilla Doctors. 

Th is successful collaboration 

is a model that could be used 

save other species at risk, says 

WWF’s Tanya Steele.“We are the 

fi rst generation to know we are 

destroying our planet,” she says, 

“and the last one that can do 

anything about it.”  J

biome: the characteristic plants and animals that exist in a 
particular type of environment
collaboration: the act of working cooperatively with 
others

mangrove: a tropical tree that grows in swamps or shallow 
salt water, and that has roots which grow from its branches 
and form dense clumps, important in coastal land building 
and as foundations of unique ecosystems
Sanctuary: a special area where animals live in a natural 
environment protected from people

Definitions

Taking action
Conservation groups around 

the world are taking action to 

preserve wildlife. 

Th e Amazon Rainforest 

Conservancy (ARC) buys up and 

protects threatened Peruvian 

rainforest. It currently cares for 

about 3500 acres.

In South Africa, a female anti-

poaching unit called “Th e Black 

Mamba” arrests poachers and 

shuts down their camps. Patrols 

have reduced wildlife snaring in 

the area by 76 percent since 2013.

Th e Canadian government is 

asking Indigenous Peoples to 

use their traditional knowledge 

to help protect wilderness areas. 

Ottawa has also budgeted $1.3 

billion over the next fi ve years to 

care for species at risk, expand 

sanctuaries, and manage 

protected habitat.
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ON THE LINES

Answer the following in complete sentences:       

1. What does WWF stand for? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. How many wildlife species did the WWF track to complete its most recent Living Planet Report?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. What did the WWF’s recent report reveal about wildlife populations?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4. What is the reason for this drastic drop in wildlife populations? Explain.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

5. Identify at least three species whose numbers have declined.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6. How much did the Earth’s population grow from 1900 to 2000?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

7. What is the current population of the Earth?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

8. How has human population growth contributed to the decline of many wildlife species? Explain.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

9. Where is the last large intact area of rainforest located? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

10. Describe what is happening in this region.  
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BETWEEN THE LINES

An inference is a conclusion drawn from evidence. A plausible inference is supported by evidence in the 

article and is consistent with known facts outside of the article.

What inference(s) can you draw from the fact that aft er near-extinction, the mountain gorilla 

population in East Africa has grown from 680 gorillas ten years ago to 1000 today? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

JUST TALK ABOUT IT

1. . What if... all of the world’s wildlife disappeared? 

2. a) What is your understanding of the reasons why the populations of many wildlife species are 

declining? 

b) Brainstorm a list of steps that you could take to help support Canada’s wildlife. Th en, choose the one 

that is most do-able and would have the most impact – and follow through on it. 

ONLINE

Note: Th e links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/en/links for easy access. 

1. Read more about the 2018 Living Planet Report at 

https://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/all_publications/living_planet_report_2018/

2. Read the fi rst-ever Living Planet Report Canada, released in 2017, at 

http://www.wwf.ca/about_us/lprc/

3. Scroll through lists of endangered animals, and fi nd out more about each one, at 

https://a-z-animals.com/animals/endangered/  and 

https://www.activewild.com/list-of-endangered-animals/ J


