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CAnada Decides
– The 2019 Federal Election

On October 21, voters will decide 
who should sit in the House 
of Commons in Canada’s 43rd 
Parliament. It’s shaping up to be 
a tight two-way race. 

Who will get the most seats? 
Justin Trudeau’s Liberals or 
Andrew Scheer’s Conservatives? 
How will the third-largest party, 
the New Democrats, fare under 
its new leader, Jagmeet Singh? 
Will the Green Party make 
historic gains? And how many 
seats will the Bloc Québécois 
and the People’s Party of Canada 
win on election night?

Seat distribution 
Before the election, the Liberals 
held a majority of the seats: 177. 
Th e Offi  cial Opposition, the 
Conservatives, had 95. Th e New 
Democratic Party (NDP) had 39. 
Th e Bloc Québécois, which only 

runs candidates in Quebec, had 
10 seats. Th e Greens had two. 
Th e People’s Party of Canada 
had one – Maxime Bernier, who 
formed the new party in 2018.

The race begins 
Th e 40-day campaign will 
determine whether Justin 
Trudeau will earn a second 
mandate. He has been prime 
minister since 2015.

Will that happen? It’s anyone’s 
guess. In early September, 
polls showed that the Liberals 
and Conservatives were tied. 
Meanwhile, some polls showed 
that the Green Party was 
running neck-and-neck with the 
NDP. Th at might translate into 
a record number of seats for the 
Greens, led by Elizabeth May.

The key issues
Several major issues mark this 
campaign. One subject aff ecting 
Canadians? Energy. How our 
country manages its huge oil 
reserves is dividing voters. 

People on one side believe that 
new pipelines to transport oil 
to foreign markets are needed. 
Th e pipelines will ensure that 
our economy stays strong. 
Opponents argue that we should 
stop building pipelines because 
they keep us reliant on fossil 
fuels that harm the environment. 

How candidates address climate 
change will also help decide the 
election. Positions vary on this 
topic. Th e Liberals, for example, 
point to the carbon tax they 
introduced in April. Th ey say 
it is a big step toward slowing 
global warming. Th e tax charges 

House of commons: one of three parts of Parliament, made 
up Members of Parliament (MPs) who run the government 
mandate: the authority of an elected government or offi  cial 
to do the things that they promised to do before an election

Official Opposition: the party with the second-most seats 
in the House of Commons 
parliament: the federal government as a whole (including 
the House of Commons, the Senate, and the Queen, 
represented by the Governor General) 

Definitions
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a fee to producers, distributors, 
and users of fossil fuels based on 
how much carbon dioxide these 
fuels emit when they burn. 

Th e Conservatives want to 
repeal the tax. Th ey say it has 
increased the price of fuel too 
much. Instead, they plan to 
spend money on technology to 
improve energy effi  ciency. 

For their part, the NDP and 
the Greens vow to fi ght climate 
change more aggressively than 
the Liberals. For example, both 
parties say they will remove all 
fossil fuels from the electricity 
grid and the transportation and 
building sectors. Th e Greens say 
they will do this by 2030. Th e 
NDP would do it by 2050.

Fiscal policy is another issue. 
Th e Liberals believe it’s okay 
to run a budget defi cit to fund 
social programs. Conservatives 
favour a balanced budget. Th e 
Greens and NDP want to spend 
even more on social programs.

Poor decisions?
Canada’s economy has done well 
since the last election. Normally 
that would help the Liberal 
Party’s chances of re-election. 
However, Mr. Trudeau has faced 
criticism for some actions.

In 2016, the prime minister 
broke ethics rules by accepting 

a free vacation from a wealthy 
friend. In 2019, he was criticized 
for pressuring former justice 
minister and attorney general 
Jody Wilson-Raybould. Critics 
said he tried to infl uence the way 
she was handling a high-profi le 
court case. Th en in September, 
old pictures surfaced showing 
him in racist make-up. Th ese 
acts could cost the Liberals votes.

Get out and vote! 
Elections Canada says voter 
turnout in the last election was 

68.5 percent – the highest since 
1993. Th at’s a good sign. A strong 
voter turnout indicates a healthy 
democracy. It ensures more 
Canadians’ views are represented 
in government. 

“Canadians once again get to 
vote for the country they want 
to live in,” stated the prime 
minister aft er calling the 
election.

Stay tuned for the results.  J 

budget deficit: when spending exceeds income
elections Canada: the non-partisan agency responsible for 
administering Canadian federal elections and referendums 

fiscal: relating to the money a government, business, or 
organization earns, spends, and owes
repeal: to offi  cially make a law no longer valid 

Definitions

Canada�s Electoral process
Canada is divided into political regions known as constituencies, or 
ridings. One Member of Parliament (MP) holds one seat in each riding. 

Th e number of ridings changes to refl ect population shift s. In this 
election, there will be 338 ridings. Th e three major parties are running a 
candidate in most ridings. 

Canadians 18 years and older can vote for the candidate of their choice 
in their riding. Th ey show identifi cation at their local polling station, 
and get a ballot listing the candidates. With a screen for privacy, voters 
mark an X beside their choice, and put their ballot in the ballot box. 

Th e ballots from every poll in the riding are counted at the end of the 
day. Th e candidate with the most votes becomes the MP, and speaks for 
the people of the riding in Parliament. Th e party that elects the most 
MPs forms the new government. Its leader becomes prime minister. Th e 
other MPs form the opposition. 

If the government wins more than half of the seats, it has a majority 
government. It can pass laws without help from the other parties. But 
if it wins fewer than half, it needs the support of some opposition MPs 
to pass legislation. Th is is called a minority government. Majority 
governments are more effi  cient, but they are also less collaborative.

Federal elections must be held every four years in October. 
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ON THE LINES

Answer the following in complete sentences:

1. When will a federal general election occur across Canada?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. How old do you have to be to vote in a federal election? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. What does MP stand for? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4. How many MPs will be elected to the new Parliament?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

5. Identify the largest party in the House of Commons when the election was called.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6. Name the leader of this party.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

7. List the two largest opposition parties and their leaders. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

8. Name one other opposition party.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

9. Why is government policy an important issue in the campaign? Explain.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

10. List at least two other major issues in the election campaign.
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BEYOND THE LINES

Visit the Elections Canada website at http://www.elections.ca/home.aspx to fi nd out who your 
local candidates are and what they stand for. Th en send each of them an email outlining one of your 
concerns. 

JUST TALK ABOUT IT

1. a) What reasons can you suggest to explain why not everyone who is eligible to vote chooses to cast a 
ballot? 

b) In what ways might low voter turnout aff ect democracy?  

c) In the 2015 election, the participation of voters aged 18 to 24 increased by 18.3 percentage points to 
57.1% (from 38.8% in 2011). Th is is the largest increase for this age group since Elections Canada began 
reporting demographic data on turnout in 2004. What reasons can you suggest to explain why there 
was a sharp increase in the number of youth voting in 2015? Brainstorm a list of ways to increase voter 
turnout among Canadian youth even more.   

2. Unless you live in one of the leaders’ ridings, you won’t be voting directly for the next prime minister. 
Instead voters must consider a combination of many factors before voting. What is the most important 
factor to you? Th e party leader? Th e party platform? Your local candidate? Explain your choice. 

ONLINE

Note: Th e links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/en/links for easy access. 

1. Take an election survey to see how your political beliefs align with each party at 
https://canada.isidewith.com/political-quiz.

2. Th e two offi  cial leaders’ debates will take place on October 7 (English) and October 10 (French). Go to  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSf2__qpeGA to fi nd links to the streamed debates. 

3. Follow the election campaign using the resources ranging from a poll tracker to a fact checker to 
identifying fake news, plus a detailed comparison of party platforms on 17 issues, at 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-federal-election-need-to-know-1.5270413.

4. Listen to Rick Mercer daring young people to vote in a YouTube video called “RMR: Rick’s 
Rant - Voting 101” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOWtXc2dUHw. 

5. Explore the Student Vote parallel election for students site at http://studentvote.ca. 

6. Visit the Maclean’s website to see a series of short primers on the upcoming federal election at  
https://www.macleans.ca/tag/federal-election-2019/.  J   



2019/2020: Issue 2     What in the world? � Level 1 Page 7

EXAMINE THE OPTIONS

1. Visit the offi  cial websites for each of the federal political parties in the chart below. For each party, 
record 2-3 platform planks that you most agree with and 2-3 that you least agree with.

Conservative Party of Canada: 
http://www.conservative.ca/

Liberal Party of Canada: https://www.liberal.ca/

New Democratic Party of Canada: 
http://www.ndp.ca/

Choose one of: 
Bloc Québécois: http://www.blocquebecois.org/
Green Party of Canada: http://www.greenparty.ca/en
People’s Party of Canada: 
https://www.peoplespartyofcanada.ca/

2. Aft er completing the chart, consider: Which party’s platform do you most agree with? Which do you 
least agree with? Give reasons to support your response. 
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YOUR TASK: 

Examine the editorial cartoon. Th en, answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper:

1. What do you already know about the upcoming federal election? Explain.

2. Describe what you see and read in the cartoon. Who is featured? What is this person doing? What is 
he saying? What else do you notice? 

3. As you see it, what might the cartoonist be saying about the upcoming federal election? Explain.

4. For what reasons do you agree with the cartoonist’s perspective? For what reasons do you disagree? J     



2019/2020: Issue 2     What in the world? � Level 1 Page 9

Crossword

Canada decides
– The 2019 Federal Election

ACROSS

4. Liberal Party leader

5. Green Party leader

7. the Conservatives were the _____ 
Opposition when the election was called

9. person who runs for offi  ce

10. leader of the People's Party of Canada

13. major election issue

DOWN

1. federal elections occur every _____ years 

2. over half

3. a piece of paper used to cast a vote

6. Conservative leader

8. Liberals believe a _____ tax will slow 
climate change 

11. Jagmeet Singh leads this party

12. another name for constituency
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Ballot_box#/media/File:Election_MG_3455.JPG
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QUIZ

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______  1. Th e legislature where MPs conduct Canada’s business is called:
 a) Senate b) House of Commons
 c) Congress d) White House
______  2. Who is the leader of the federal Liberal Party? 
 a) Andrew Scheer b) Elizabeth May
 c) Justin Trudeau d) Jagmeet Singh
______  3. Which party is opposed to the carbon tax?   
 a) Liberal b) Conservative
 c) Green d) NDP

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to 
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it True on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? Th e NDP was the Offi  cial Opposition before the election was called.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  5. True or False? Th e Bloc Québécois only runs candidates in Quebec.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  6. True or False? Th e Conservative Party favours a carbon tax.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.    

7. Canadians will elect _______________________ MPs on October 21.

8. Th e minimum age for voting in a federal election is _______________________ years. 

9. Andrew Scheer is the leader of the _______________________ Party. 
D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
As you see it, what is the importance of the 2019 federal election? Give reasons to support your 
response.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


