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Introducing Greta Thunberg  
– Teen Climate Activist Makes Waves 

QUIZ

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______  1. Which country is Greta Th unberg from?
 a) Sweden b) Norway
 c) Poland d) Germany
______  2. Greta Th unberg’s fi rst protest sign read: ‘School Strike for _____’
 a) Change b) Climate
 c) Friday d) Future
______  2. How did Greta Th unberg travel to America?
 a) passenger jet b) ferry
 c) sailboat d) electric car

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to 
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it True on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? Greta Th unberg fi rst protested climate change in front of the United Nations.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  5. True or False? Th e U.S. Congress invited Greta Th unberg to appear and speak. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  6. True or False? Greta Th unberg has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.    
7. Greta Th unberg is _______________________ years old. 

8. FFF = Fridays for  _______________________ . 

9. Greta Th unberg received an award from _______________________ International. 
D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

As you see it, what is the signifi cance of the student climate strikes being held around the world? Give 
reasons to support your response.
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Greta Th unberg arrived in New 
York on August 28 to spread 
her message about the pressing 
global warming crisis. 

“Let’s not wait any longer. Let’s 
do it now,” she implored the 
cheering crowd that welcomed 
her. “It is insane that a 
16-year-old would have to cross 
the Atlantic to take a stand… 
against the biggest climate and 
ecological crisis humanity has 
ever faced.”

Ms. Th unberg lives in Sweden. 
She travelled to the United 
States on a zero-emissions 
sailboat called the Malizia II. 
Th e trans-Atlantic voyage took 
two weeks. She refused to fl y to 
North America because of the 
huge carbon footprint planes 
leave in their wake.  

An activist’s journey
Ms. Th unberg learned about 
climate change in grade 

school. It scared her. So she 
took action. Her plan? To skip 
classes on Fridays so she could 
demonstrate in front of the 
Swedish parliament. Th at was in 
August 2018.

At fi rst, Ms. Th unberg stood 
alone. She held a handmade 
sign that read “School Strike 
for Climate.” But word spread. 
In short order, other students 
banded together to take part 
in her #FridaysforFuture 
movement. Soon, protests took 
place in Europe and Australia. 

Today, Fridays for Future (FFF) 
has caught on all over the world. 
Now, hundreds of thousands of 

students in 135 countries hold 
regular Friday strikes to protest 
inaction over climate change.

‘Follow the science’
Ms. Th unberg came to the 
United States to urge lawmakers 
and other leaders to tackle 
climate change immediately. 
She believes they are not acting 
quickly enough to reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and other pollutants that 
are warming the Earth to a 
dangerous level.

In mid-September, the United 
States Congress invited Ms. 
Th unberg and other activists to 
appear. Th e politicians wanted 
advice on how to tackle climate 
change. Th ey also paid tribute 
to Ms. Th unberg’s eff orts to force 
the world to act now. 

“Please save your praise,” she 
said. “We don’t want it. We don’t 

carbon footprint: the amount of carbon emitted when 
fossil fuels are burned by a particular person, group, etc.
congress: the group of people who are responsible for 
making the laws in the United States

pay tribute: something said or done to show admiration
zero-emission: an engine, motor, process, or other 
energy source, that emits no waste products that pollute the 
environment or disrupt the climate

Definitions

Did you know?
Th e aviation industry guzzles fi ve 
million barrels of oil each day – 
producing about 2.5 percent of 
total carbon emissions. 
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want to be heard. We want the 
science to be heard.”

Another 16-year-old from 
Baltimore, Maryland, Nadia 
Nazar, also spoke to Congress. 

“We will no longer be known 
as the kids fi ghting the 
apocalypse,” said Ms. Nazar, 
co-founder of the climate 
advocacy group Zero Hour. 
“We will be known as the 
solution to the climate crisis.”

U.S. Senator Ed Markey said he 
was taking their words to heart.

“We hear you. We hear what 
you’re saying and we will 
redouble our eff orts,” he pledged.

Focusing attention
The meetings took place in part 
to promote Friday climate strikes 
on September 20 and 27. Once 
again, on these days, students 
and others took to the streets 
to demand global action. Th ey 
wanted to grab the attention of 
world leaders attending a United 
Nations Climate Action Summit 
on September 23.

For the fi rst time, the UN held 
a Youth Climate Summit as 
part of the event. Th e summit 
brought together young activists, 
innovators, entrepreneurs, and 
change-makers committed to 
fi ghting the climate emergency. 
Ms. Th unberg was front and 
centre at this meeting. She 

opened the main summit with a 
speech as well. 

“Th is is all wrong. I shouldn’t 
be up here. I should be back in 
school on the other side of the 
ocean yet you all come to us 
young people for hope,” she told 
UN delegates. “How dare you. 
You have stolen my dreams and 
my childhood with your empty 
words.” 

A global messenger
Greta Th unberg has also spoken 
at climate rallies throughout 
Europe. In Poland last 
December, she addressed the 
24th Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. 
Th at’s the UN’s most important 
meeting on the subject. Th en, 
in January 2019, she told world 
leaders to get moving at the 
World Economic Forum in 
Switzerland. Her speeches have 
reached millions. She made one 
of her most urgent appeals in a 
TED talk. 

“[In] 2078, I will celebrate my 
75th birthday,” she said. “If I 
have… grandchildren, maybe… 
they will ask me about you, the 
people who were around back in 
2018. Maybe they will ask why 
you didn’t do anything while 
there still was time to act. 

“Today, we use 100 million 
barrels of oil every single day. 
Th ere are no politics to change 
that. So we can’t save the world 
by playing by the rules. Th e rules 
have to be changed.”

Thanks, but…
For her eff orts, Ms. Th unberg 
earned a Nobel Peace Prize 
nomination. Time magazine 
named her one of the world’s 
most infl uential teens. And 
on September 18, Amnesty 
International, a human rights 
charity, gave her its Ambassador 
of Conscience Award.

She says awards won’t solve the 
problem. She believes that it’s 
more important to act globally 
on the recommendations 
in a 2018 report from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC).

Greta’s ‘superpower’

Ms. Th unberg has Asperger 
Syndrome Disorder. ASD can 
make interacting with others 
challenging. But this diff erence 
spurs her on.

“Being diff erent is a gift ,” she 
has said. “It makes me see 
things from outside the box. If 
I would’ve been like everyone 
else, I wouldn’t have started this 
school strike for instance. Given 
the right circumstances, being 
diff erent is a superpower.” J

advocacy:  the act of supporting a cause or proposal apocalypse: a great disaster 
Definitions
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ON THE LINES

Answer the following in complete sentences:

1. How old is Greta Th unberg? Which country is she from? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. How did information about climate change fi rst aff ect Greta Th unberg?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. What did she do in August 2018 to show others how she felt? Explain how her protest spread.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4. Why did Greta Th unberg travel to the United States in late August? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

5. How did Ms. Th unberg make this two-week journey? Why did she do this?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6. Which government body asked her to appear on September 17 and 18? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

7. Which organization held a Climate Action Summit in late September?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

8. What occurred at this summit for the fi rst time? Who took part in these discussions?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

9. List two awards that Ms. Th unberg has recently received. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


